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Council’s deferral
of music hall money
won't disrupt state

u County, landowner still in talks for development project

#y JanEL Davis
STAFFWRITER

Sute and county officials
were unfazed Thursday that a
Montgoroery County Council
commitice decided to defer $2
miion for 4 Sitver Spring music
venue that bas faced intense
questioning from opponents.

“There is overwhelming sup-
port for a music vensie hete and
an economic development proj-
ect,” said Patrick ¥, Lacefield,
spokesman for
Onunry }ixem-

the lease and
are worldng on
the lund dona-
lion  agiee-
ment. This is a A
project that is Laggett
going o0 he,”

Before the project can be,
wmembers of the councils Plan
ning, Housing and Tconomie
Development Covunitiee want
land use issues assaciated with
the company donating the fand
for the project resoived hefore the
committee votes on whether to-
allucate (he Loumys Tefngining
portion of the venuds funding,

The moncy would be part ofa
deal to renovate the old J.C. Pen-
ney building on Colesville Road
in downtown Sitver Spring into a
inusic venue, Already, the county
angd state have set aside $2 mil-
Tion each raward the praject, An
axtra $2 million way mduded n
Gov. Martin O’Malley's proposed
fisced 2008 budget, which must be
approved by the legislature.

But Lavcfields confidence
was countercd by uncertainly
from Gary Stith, director of dic
Silver Spring Regional Center.

At last weels meeting uf ihe

Siieer Spring Citizens Advisory
Board’s Commercial and Eco-
romic Develapment Lummmee
Stith said the eonnty wag ”
cohcerned” abuut the PUED
deferral.

if the council doesnt move
{gnidrd quickly, state officials will

already approved a provision that
would allow for 2 spacial class of
tiquor lcense for entertainment
venues of this type and the bill
has akeady heen heard by a
House committee.

Lacefield called the councits
decision “Gue ditigence.”

“They are always going to
look at stuff and ask questions
and make swe they are headed
down the right path,” he sail. “i
doesn't really faze us because we
feel we've got good support on
both ends. All othey, thirigs being
equal we might have wanted
fhem to go ahead and vore fou it,
but 1 don't really see it as & prob-
lem”

In addition to the land use
issues, state funding was also dis-
cussed at tae PHED meeting, The
state portion of the funding will
come from beng bills, which are
among the mosl competitive
funding sources the state has,

“Sameone, somewhere, in
the course of discussion said that
we wanted to see if the state was
prepa.red 1o fund it and thatwas-
n't part of my concern,” said
Council President Michael |.
Knapp, who praposed the defer-
ment plan.

"Fhe bukk of the land use parc
was what I was intent on,” said
Knapp (D-Dist. 2} of Cerman-
town. “Tam nug
as  conceined
aboui the slate
money, Our 52
willion.  had
nothing ta do
with that. E just
wanted 1o
make sure we
know what the
Knapp land use stuff

i

Councilwoman  Nancy M,
Floreen agrecd with Knapp about
the state funding, and said the
council did not decide 10 with-
hold its funding, but rather delay
action on it.

“We decided ta rake it up Jat-
ex in the budget We just didn't
decide on it, we didn' withhold
it," said Floreen (D-At large} of
Garrett Park \’Ve)mtdecldednut

P g those funds,”
and it the state needed tuore of
an tndication that the county was
golnrg to be releasing its portion
of the funds, he told the audi-
ence.

Does the cotmcil’s deferment
hwt the project in Annapolis?

Nor at all, said Sen. Rova E.
Keamer (D-Dist 14} of Olney.

“I think the key is to haw, a
comimitment from the county
and they've shown thejr willing-
ness 10 commit,” said Kramer,
who sifs ont the Senales Budget
and Faxation Committee.

< The ceunty delegation has

0 comp
. Fomfull conipitment, PHED
meriibers want (hie Lee Develop-
ment Group, which owns the
Jand, to secure approvat for its
plans from Leggett and the Plan-
ning Board.

“What [ took from it is that
they are deferting it until they get
more information from the exer-
utive branch,” said Bruce Lee,
president of the Lee Develop-
ment Group. “We're stifl fult
stearn sheart.”
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